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The Centrality of Christ 

 

HCSB Colossians 1: 
15 Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. 
    He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation 
16 for through him God created everything 
    in the heavenly realms and on earth. 
He made the things we can see 
    and the things we can’t see— 
such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. 
    Everything was created through him and for him. 
 
These two verses are the theme for this yearôs VBS.  Itôs pretty long 
but I am glad they did not shorten it because it says it all.  Christ is 
the Pre-eminent One. Without that understanding, ñwe see through 
a glass darkly.ò  Christ is God that we can understand and relate to.  
Jesus is Godôs self-expression to us.  Looking at and understanding 
Creation will only get you so far in terms of understanding the char-
acter of God.  Jesus is God ñfocusedò for us.  With Him the entirety 
of the Bible message becomes much clearer. 
 
You see the Bible opens up ï In the beginning God.  This is not 
ñonce upon a timeò kind of language.  This is HIS STORY.  Have 
you ever thought about (or been bothered by) this- 
 
- God does not feel the need to explain pre Genesis 1:1  
- God does not feel the need to explain the reason behind the test in 
the garden  
- God does not feel the need to explain why He created us  
- God does not feel the need to explain why if He is a good God, 
that there is evil in the world 
We tend to think life is all about us.  Yes God loves us, but He is 
accomplishing His will.  It is really His story, not ours.  We tend to 
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Pastorõs Page (continued)  

forget this.  When Job had one calamity after another befall him and all sorts of ques-
tions about the why and the how of such things happening to a supposedly righteous 
man came to the surface ï GOD never answered one of those questions directly.  In-
stead God asked a series of questions (77 depending on how you count) to Job.  
Those questions that can be broken down into 3 basic ones: 
 

1. Do you comprehend my creation? (Job 38:1-38) 
God begins by laying out for Job the intricacies of His creation. And there is a pur-
poseful sarcasm because the wisdom involved in the creation of the world man simply 
does not possess. But God asks Job, do you understand it all, were you there, you 
seem to think and speak like you do! 
 

2. Can you care for my creation? (Job 38:39-39:30) 
God brings up six animals and 5 birds and lays out for Job how they operate in life and 
are cared for. Then the question is posed to Job, could you do this? You question my 
wisdom in dealing with you, but do you have the wisdom to deal with all of this? 
 

3. Can you control my creation? (Job 40:6-41:34) 
God then selects two animals at the top of the creation chain; the Behemoth and the 
Leviathan.  Godôs point is I have the power and wisdom to control these two magnifi-

cent animals. Do you Job? Do you they listen to you, are you able to control them? 1  
 

Here is Jobôs response: 
 

NKJ Job 42:1 Then Job answered the LORD and said: 
2 "I know that You can do everything, And that no purpose of Yours can be withheld 
from You. 
3 You asked, 'Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge?' Therefore I have 
uttered what I did not understand, Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. 
4 Listen, please, and let me speak; You said, 'I will question you, and you shall answer 
Me.' 
5 "I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear, But now my eye sees You. 
6 Therefore I abhor myself, And repent in dust and ashes." 
 

Have you ever been asked a question that completely stumped you?  How did you 
feel?  Well multiply that feeling by 77!  Job in rapid fire succession was asked question 
after question for which he had no answer.  Talk about some humble pie!  But here is 
the interesting thing - in reality, God did answer his questions.  What Job needed was 
assurance that God is present and active.  God in a sense assured Him that He knew 
what He was doing; that He was in control.   
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 Imagine 
 B. Killebrew 

Try to imagine there was no sun, 

No stars, no moon, no sky, 

No rain or ground it could fall upon; 

Try to imagine that… 

 Try to imagine there was no God, 

Only a void no power would see; 

Impossible to imagine that; 

That’s why God must be. 

 
 

That is the assurance that all of us need.  We will not get all our questions an-
swered, folks.  I am not anti-intellectual or anti-scientific.  Letôs keep learning all 
we can.  Letôs look in the telescopes and the microscopes.  Letôs find as many 
answers as we can.  But some of the big questionsé 
 

Why did mom and dad get divorced? 
Why do little children get cancer? 
Why did a young mother have to die?  
Why did Daddy get killed in the war? 
Why is there war?  
 

I want you to know that God knows your pain.  He came to us in the Person of 
Jesus.  He was subjected to this human experience with much of its gut-
wrenching pain.  While this world may seem out of control to you and me, history 
is going somewhere.  God is VERY MUCH in control.  No scheme of the evil one 
canôt thwart His Story.  The story is that God came to us because He is trying to 
reach us- But He is a gentleman.  He does not force Himself on anyone.  He 
speaks in a small, still voice.  Can you hear Him?  You can be sure that He is 
present and active. 
 

I want to give a shout out to all of our VBS workers and all their incredible labor.  
Only eternity will reveal the impact you made in the lives of these young people.  
Our P2 Mission trip to Philadelphia will take place the week of July 8-14.  Letôs all 
pray for Godôs will to be accomplished.  May God bless you as vacations take us 
away for times of refreshment and visiting family and friends, may we remain on 
mission as ambassadors of Jesus. 
 

Blessings, 

Pastor Bill 
 
1http://media.calvaryvista.com/library/duff-jason/studies-books/18-JOB-2013/18-JOB-038-001.pdf 
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An INTERVIEW with GOD  

I dreamed I had an interview with God. 

 "Come in," God said to me, "So, you would like to interview Me?" 

        "If you have the time," I said. 

 

        God smiled and said:  "My time is called eternity and is enough to 

do everything; what questions do you have in mind to ask me?" 

        "None that are new to you. What's the one thing that surprises 

you most about mankind?" 

        God answered:  "That they get bored of being children, are in a 

rush to grow up, and then long to be children again.  That they lose their 

health to make money and then lose their money to restore their health. 

That by thinking anxiously about the future, they forget the present, such 

that they live neither for the present nor the future. 

        That they live as if they will never die,  

and they die as if they had never lived..." 

        God's hands took mine and we were silent.   

After a long period, I said,  "May I ask you another question?" 

"As a Parent, what would you ask  your children to do?" 

        God replied with a smile:  

"To learn that they cannot make anyone love them.   

What they can do is to let themselves be loved. 

        To learn that it takes years to build trust, and a few seconds to 

destroy it. 

        To learn that what is most valuable is not what they have in their 

lives, but who they have in their lives. 

        To learn that it is not good to compare themselves to others. 

There will be others better or worse than they are. 

        To learn that a rich person is not one who has the most, but is 

one who needs the least. 

        To learn that they should control their attitudes, otherwise their 

attitudes will control them. 
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        To learn that it only takes a few seconds to open profound 

wounds in persons we love, and that it takes many years to heal them. 

        To learn to forgive by practicing forgiveness. 

        To learn that there are persons that love them dearly, but simply 

do not know how to show their feelings. 

        To learn that money can buy everything but happiness. 

        To learn that while at times they may be entitled to be upset, that 

does not give them the right to upset those around them. 

        To learn that great dreams do not require great wings, but a 

landing gear to achieve. 

        To learn that true friends are scarce, he/she who has found one 

has found a true treasure. 

        To learn that it is not always enough that they be forgiven by 

others, but that they forgive themselves. 

        To learn that they are masters of what they keep to themselves 

and slaves of what they say. 

        To learn that they shall reap what they plant; if they plant gossip 

they will harvest intrigues, if they plant love they will harvest 

happiness. 

        To learn that true happiness is not to achieve their goals but to 

learn to be satisfied with what they already achieved. 

        To learn that happiness is a decision.   They decide to be happy 

with what they are and have, or die from envy and jealousy of what 

they lack. 

        To learn that two people can look at the same thing and see 

something totally different. 

        To learn that those who are honest with themselves without 

considering the consequences go far in life. 

        To learn that even though they may think they have nothing to 

give, when a friend cries with them, they find the strength to appease 

the pain. 

        To learn that by trying to hold on to loved ones, they very quickly 

push them away; and by letting go of those they love, they will be side 

by side forever. 

        To learn that even though the word "love" has many different 

meanings, it loses its value when it is overstated. 
 

      Anonymous 
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When you struggle to pray 
 Scott Slayton 

       Every Christian knows the feeling. You know you need to pray, but the 
words donôt come to you. Then you finally begin grunting out a few words, but 
God feels distant and you suspect your prayers are stopping at the ceiling. 
Then you feel guilty because you struggle to pray and it inhibits your prayers 
even further leading to a vicious cycle of guilt, shame, and confusion. 
We donôt have to be stuck in this position though because there are some basic 
truths we can remember when we struggle to pray. 

 
       Remember the Bible Gives You Encouragement to Pray 
 
 During the early years of my Christian life I approached my devotions as 
if Bible reading and prayer were two separate activities. Then I read Donald 
Whitneyôs Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life and he talked about how 
the discipline of meditation bridges the gap between prayer and study. Since 
God inspired the writing of Scripture, all of Scripture testifies to him and beck-
ons us to come to him. If you struggle to pray, start reading in your Bible and 
ask yourself several basic questions that can lead to prayer. Is there something 
in this passage to thank God for? Does this passages name a sin I should con-
fess? Am I struggling with a problem this passage addresses and need to ask 
for strength? Is there a command in this passage I need help to obey? Is there 
good news in this passage I am struggling to believe? This is not an exhaustive 
list of questions to ask, but they can lead into some serious and deliberate 
times of prayer. 

 
           Remember the Father Invites You to Pray 
 
 Everywhere we turn in our culture self-help gurus tell us to get rid of peo-
ple in our lives whose problems weigh us down. Because so many people buy 
this advice we often go through great difficulties without someone walking be-
side us to bear our burdens. This phenomenon means we hear things in the 
Bible we donôt hear anywhere else. ñBe anxious for nothing, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication, let your requests be made known to God.ò ñCast all 
your anxieties on him, for he cares for you.ò                                                   
While many other people do not want to be burdened with our problems, God 
invites you to bring them to him. He welcomes your cares and anxieties be-
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cause he loves you. From now on, let every worry, fear, and anxiety prompt 
you to come to the Father in prayer. 

 
                Remember Jesus Represents You as You Pray 

 
 Many times our guilt and sense of unworthiness drive us away from 
prayer. The awareness of our sin and neglect of our walk with the Lord weighs 
us down and we feel hypocritical for coming to present our requests before 
him. Remember your position as a child of the King does not depend on your 
goodness or inherit worthiness. Jesus died for us to bring us back to God and 
represents his people before the Father. When you struggle to pray you should 
meditate on the death of Christ and how his sacrifice for you removes every 
barrier between you and the Father. This is the reason we pray ñin Jesusô 
name.ò We draw near to God through him and because of him. 
 

                   Remember the Spirit Helps You to Pray 
 
 Sometimes we come to pray and do not even know how to get started. 
Either we struggle for words or we are so weighed down that we cannot speak. 
In Romans 8 Paul speaks of this problem and gives us wonderful encourage-
ment. ñLikewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what 
to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings 
too deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.ò 
When you donôt know what to pray, ask for the Spiritôs help. He comes along-
side you to empower you to pray and prays for you when the words wonôt come 
out. Since the Father hears your prayers, the Sonôs death assures you will be 
heard, and the Spirit helps you, will you come to God in prayer today? 
 
 

Let us then approach Gods approach God’s throne of grace with             
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us              

in our time of need. 
   Hebrews 4:16 
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Congrats to our 2017  
graduates!! 

 
 

Rachel Morales graduated from Fordham University. 
 
Katelyn Dyer graduated from Timothy Christian School.      
Katelyn plans to attend Gordon College in Massachusetts       
next fall. Studying in communication and graphic design,        
and also plans to play lacrosse. Jeremiah 29:11 is Katelyn’s     
favorite Bible verse, “For I know the plans for welfare and        
not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  Please pray        
for Katelyn and her family as this is a huge transition and        
that she finds friends.  
 
Samuel Farrell graduate of Home School.  Plans to work       
with his dad, John.  Plans to attend Raritan Valley                   
Community College.  
 
Lucas Page graduated from Timothy Christian School.              
Lucas plans to major in Sociology. Lucas’ favorite Bible verse     
is Lamentations 3:22-23, Pray that the Lord won’t stop guiding 
me back onto his path when I lead astray. Please pray for          
Lucas as he makes his decision for college. 
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The book of Acts records a curious phenomenon: “On that day a great persecution 
broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered 
throughout Judea and Samaria… . Those who had been scattered preached the word 
wherever they went” (8:1, 4, NIV). 

It is clear that all of the believers, save the apostolic leaders, were scattered. Those who 
were scattered (the whole church) went about preaching the Word. 

Christians must participate in the ministry of the church, and every Christian must en-
deavor “to be Christ to his neighbor.” To be Christ to your neighbor is not to be your 
neighbor’s lord and savior. Rather, it is to be Christ’s representative to your neighbor. 
We are to represent the mercy and ministry of Jesus to all who are around us. 

We do not need volunteers driven by guilty manipulation or looking for merits to be 
redeemed. Christ has taken our guilt and supplied all the merit we need. We need vol-
unteers because in the least of His brothers, Jesus is hungry, Jesus is thirsty, Jesus is 
homeless, Jesus is sick, and Jesus is imprisoned. We need volunteers who love Jesus in 
the afflictions of His least brethren.  
 
Personal from Jessica 
 

     About a year and a half ago, we had new neighbors move in across the street. I 
went to welcome them when they first came and then when we came home from Chi-
cago we had to call 911. So at 4am we had an ambulance and police at the house 
and my doorbell rang and it was the neighbor seeing whatôs going on. That was very 
strange to us. I haven't been able to get across the street again, so it was a hi from 
across the street. 
 

     Fast forward to two weeks ago,  we noticed lots of cars in the neighborhood. I 
mean LOTS. Partying and loud music. Of course as any neighbor would be, we were 
annoyed. I rang my neighbor and complained. She quickly put me in my place, the 
neighborôs son was shot and killed. He had a bright future, he was attending the Naval 
Academy. He was currently on break and visiting friends in South Orange, wrong 
place wrong time. I felt awful for complaining. I still do. What kind of person am I com-
plain? Why canôt neighbors celebrate any occasion? We never know what others are 
going through and we must treat our neighbors as Christ treats us. I ask you all to pray 
for my neighbors and the grief that they are going through.  

Being Christ to your Neighbor 
RC Sproul 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries! 

ANNIVERSARY 
 

Bob & Barb Ottoson 12 
 

Happy belated fathers day to all of our dads!!! 
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Phone: 908-322-7151 
E-Mail:  Terrillrd@aol.com 
Website:  TRBC4him.org 

 

The Lamplighter  Terrill Road Baptist Church is a Bible-believing 

Church where people connect with God, each 

other, and influence our world for Jesus Christ 

by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service 10:45 a.m. 

Phone: 908-322-7151 
E-Mail:  Terrillrd@aol.com 

Church Website: trbc4him.org 

Scan this into your smart 
phone for instant access to 

TRBC’s website. 

Find us on Facebook! 
Terrill Road Baptist Church, Scotch Plains, NJ 

TRBC Sound Booth Schedule 
 

July 2 ~   Spring & Alexis Casterlow 
July 9 ~   Christy & Joey Caruso 
July 16 ~ Trudi Karpel & Lucas Page 
July 23 ~ Tristan More & Sam Farrell 
July 30 ~ Barbara Longo & Trudi Karpel 
 
Thanks to all of you!  

                          
                          Thank you for reading this month’s edition!!    
                 -Jessica Pratt, Editor 


